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With general elections just nine months away, the moderate-left Movimiento de Renovacion
Sandinista (MRS) closed the door on any possibility of forming an alliance with the Frente
Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN) to defeat front-running presidential candidate Arnoldo
Aleman of the conservative Partido Liberal Constitucionalista (PLC). The defection of an MRS
deputy and dramatic gains by the FSLN in the leadership of the National Assembly put even
more distance between the two parties. The MRS was organized after former vice president Sergio
Ramirez led a group of dissenters out of the FSLN in February 1995 (see NotiSur, 02/17/95).
Their change of party affiliation resulted in the transfer of 30 of the FSLN's 39 Assembly seats to
the MRS. FSLN general secretary Daniel Ortega began plumbing for MRS support for his coming
presidential campaign last July but was flatly rejected by Ramirez, who is also a presidential
candidate (see NotiSur, 07/28/95). On Jan. 17, Ortega renewed his proposal for an FSLN-MRS
alliance in a letter to Ramirez suggesting that the two parties seek "understandings, agreements,
and political alliances." He proposed that the parties name a commission of high-ranking party
leaders to explore electoral cooperation in preparing for the Oct. 20 elections. Ramirez responded
the next day with a public statement categorically rejecting Ortega's proposal, saying that the MRS
"does not want commitments with the past but rather with the future."
However, signs quickly appeared that the rebuff had stirred up dissatisfaction inside the MRS.
Later in the same week, Ramirez set out on a campaign swing around the country visiting MRS
local organizations to explain his decision and to denounce Ortega. He told audiences in several
towns that the offer of an alliance was a "trap" designed to weaken the MRS. Speaking to party
supporters in Mateare, northwest of the capital, Ramirez said that the first results of the campaign to
destroy the MRS appeared with the defection of MRS deputy William Ramirez just the day before.
Deputy Ramirez informed Sergio Ramirez on Jan. 19 that he was leaving the party because of its
unwillingness to accept Ortega's overture.
Local newspapers said that two party members from the southeastern town of Masaya had also
resigned in disagreement with the adamant refusal to enter into a dialogue with the FSLN. Ortega
quickly took advantage of the opening by making a standing invitation to other MRS militants to
reunite with his party. The discord between the two parties was also reflected in the Jan. 15 election
of new leadership for the National Assembly's 1996 session. The results excluded the MRS from
leadership positions and indicated that the FSLN had formed a strong alliance with government
and pro-government forces that was rapidly undermining the advantageous position the MRS had
occupied in the Assembly during the previous session. In the 1995 session following the breakup of
the FSLN and the loss of a majority of its Assembly seats to the MRS, the FSLN was frozen out of the
Assembly's executive committee and other important legislative committees, greatly reducing the
party's ability to press its legislative agenda. Meanwhile, three MRS members were on the seven©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 55805
ISSN: 1060-4189

person executive committee and wielded immense power out of proportion to the size of the party's
grassroots membership through a dominant center-left alliance headed by Assembly president Luis
Humberto Guzman of the Union Democrata Cristiana (UDC).
During his tenure, Guzman came to be regarded as the second most powerful political figure in the
country behind President Violeta de Chamorro. During the 1995 legislative session, Guzman led
a successful fight against the president to pass a series of constitutional reforms that significantly
reduced presidential powers and transferred them to the Assembly (see NotiSur, 03/10/95, 05/26/95,
and 07/07/95). Now it appears that the tables are turned, with a new alliance that includes the FSLN,
what remains of the Union Nacional Opositora (UNO), and other pro-government parties.
The MRS had proposed Eduardo Paladino of the Partido Conservador for Assembly president and it
expected to gain the support of the UDC in the voting. But in the sudden rearrangement of alliances
within the Assembly, the UDC threw its support behind its own UDC deputy Cairo Manuel Lopez,
the candidate favored by the FSLN. Besides Lopez, elected to the executive committee of the
Assembly were Adolfo Jarquin of the Partido Social Democrata (PSD), independent Edmundo
Castillo, Doris Tijerino and Julio Marenco of the FSLN, Jaime Bonilla of the Partido Liberal
Independiente (PLI), and Alvin Guthrie of Proyecto Nacional (PRONAL). The MRS is left with no
representation in the top leadership of the Assembly. After the votes were counted, Sergio Ramirez
accused the FSLN of aligning itself with the government for this election.
"There was a deal between the government and the FSLN to eliminate the MRS," said Reynaldo
Tefel, MRS vice president. Nevertheless, he said, "the MRS wins even though it lost," because the
Assembly vote exposed the "pact" between the government and the FSLN. But Ortega rejected
the charge of corrupt deal-making. "If we are going to talk about deals," he said, "then we have to
say that the FSLN has only made voting deals with those who were going to vote for an executive
committee that will defend a patriotic agenda." Lopez also denied that there was any secret pact or
hidden agenda involved in his selection to head the Assembly. "What happened," he said, "is that
the Sandinistas were settling scores among themselves." (Sources: Reuter, 01/08/96, 01/10/96; Inter
Press Service, 01/11/96; Nicaragua Network Hotline, 01/15/96; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias
Spanish News Service, 01/19/96, 01/21/96, 01/22/96)
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